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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I - ] the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
1 — 1 Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

[ [ contained in the international application in written form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

[ | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

[ | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

I I the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
— international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

2. Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 

3. f 1 Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 

|~x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

J - ! the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

m the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b). by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 1 

[Y] as suggested by the applicant. □ None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/CA 03/01211 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



Apparatus and process for separating particles of wollastonite ore and other 
aspect ratio materials into a relatively high aspect ratio constituent and a 
relatively low aspect ratio constituent includes an initial step of either size 
reducing (2) the material into particles of the aspect ratio material having a 
size less than a preselected maximum size or alternatively providing such 
particles of the aspect ratio material. The particles of the aspect ratio 
material are then separated (4) into a plurality of particle streams based on 
particle size such that each particle stream is formed substantially from 
particles within a particular range of particle sizes. Then, the particles in 
at least one particle stream are sorted (6) based on particle shape into the 
relatively high and relatively low aspect ratio constituents. The particle 
separation step (4) is preferably performed using mesh screening apparatus. The 
shape sorting step (6) is preferably performed using apparatus for separating 
grain . 
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filing date 

"L' document which may throw doubts on priority clairn(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

•O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior lo the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



"T* later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflicl with the application but 
cited lo understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered lo 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

*Y" document of particular relevance: the claimed invention 
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document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious lo a person skilled 
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